
ART ABOUT SHARKS
Fearsome fish? Denizens of the deep? Seriously 
misunderstood but marvellous creatures? 

What do you think of when you hear the word SHARKS?

This exhibition looks at the relationship between 
humans and sharks. 

Sharks are one of the oldest living animals – they’ve 
been on this planet for about 450 million years. But 
without our help they might not survive. Sharks are in 
danger from overfishing and need our protection.  

Follow the trail to find out more about these 
amazing artworks and the stories behind them. 
Start in the foyer and travel down the ramp.

What can you see  
happening here?

What words would  
you use to describe  
this sculpture?

Can you spot your reflection in the shiny surface?

Artists are also storytellers.

Can you be a storyteller?  
Invent your own name/title for this sculpture. 

SPOTTING 
SHARKS IN ART
Stand on the ramp to the upper galleries and 
LOOK UP!

Can you spot the silhouettes all over the 
shark? Circle which creatures you can see. 

This artist has used silhouettes to form the 
body of the shark. 

Did you know - all the creatures in the shark’s 
body are things that sharks eat?! Except the 
children playing on its tail, of course!

EYE SPY  
A SHARK 
Have you ever looked  
into the eye of a shark?

Look at this shark eye.  
What emotions do you feel? 

What usually comes to mind 
when you think of sharks? 

Often we think of large, scary, 
aggressive creatures with 
sharp teeth. But there is so 
much more to them. 

TEETH  
AND FINS 

Can you spot these shark 
jaws in the showcase? 

What species of sharks are they from?

Can you count how many fossilised 
teeth are here? 

Walk around this artwork and view it from all different angles. 

             Can you see the shark’s whole body? 

The artist was inspired by a song when he made this artwork  
(Michael Jackson and Lionel Ritchie’s charity song “We are the World”). 

Can you see the shark with 
the fancy rainbow tail? 

Liu Zining, Us,  
oil on canvas 

Zheng Lu, Tomb of 
Honour 1, sculpture

Zou Liang, Swimming, 
stainless steel sculpture

Gao Xiaowu, Evolution, 
Stainless Steel

Wu Mingzhong, Shark 
Shark, mineral oil colour 
painting on canvas
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One of the most harmful human 
actions that puts sharks in danger 
is fishing the shark for its fin. 
When sharks are finned they are 
thrown back into the ocean and 
left to drown. 

See if you can spot the painting 
with a shark’s fin being removed.

Look carefully. Can you see the 
hidden figures in this artwork? 

What do you think they are doing 
in this picture?

Take the lift or follow the red 
ramp to continue the trail in the 
UPPER LEVEL GALLERIES

Fun fact: there 

are over 500 

shark species! 

HOOKS AND HEARTS
Looking at this sculpture, what can you see?

What do you think this sculpture is about? 

Can you spot what material the artist has used to make it?

How many fishhooks do you think the artist used?
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If you made an artwork inspired by a song, what would it look like?  Draw it here. 

What song 

inspires you?

Yang Kai, 
Seshyoumaru 
– We are the 
World, black 
steel, acrylic 
and fishhook

Chen Wen Ling, 
Symbiosis, sculpture

If you could combine the body of 
a shark with another sea creature, 
what would it be? Draw it here.This shark is a combination of 2 

different fish. What are they? 

FLIP 
INSIDE 

OUT

Answers: This artwork is 
made of fishhooks. More 
than 10, 000 fishhooks. 
These jaws are from A great 
white shark, a mako shark, 
and a Juvenile (young) great 
white shark. 

SHINY 
SHARKS, 
STORIES 
AND SONGS

KIDS 
TRAIL



Gold Paper Pipecleaners

Plastic Fishing line Neon light

Shark fin Teeth Poster paints

Iron  Photographs Canvas

Oil paints Watercolour paints Sea water

Bronze Stainless steel Mirror

Grappling hook Fishing harpoons Tin cans 

Wood Ochre Cardboard

See if you can spot these artworks:

  The transparent shark fin

  The shark that looks like a machine

  The shipping container that has transformed into a shark

  The red buoys and blocks

  The inflatable sharks in the water

TIN CAN SHARK 
Spot the tin can shark!

What kind of tin cans is this sculpture made of? 

Why did the artist choose this material?  

The artworks are also made from 
all different kinds of materials.  

Can you find an example 
of these artforms? Write or 
draw about it here. 

Li Jiwei, Don’t Copy II, 70 
pieces suspended from a truss

Yu Yang, 
Enlightenment, 
stainless steel 
sculpture
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Share your artwork with us!
Ask your family or friends to share a photo of your drawings or 
stories with the museum  
#seesharksdifferently @seamuseum web@sea.museum 
for your chance to win some beautiful art-making supplies  
from the museum store.

Design your own poster 

inspired by the message 

of this exhibition. 

There are all different kinds of artforms in this 
exhibition (paintings, sculptures, videos and more). 

A KINETIC (moving) 
ARTWORK

A PAINTING

A PERFORMANCE

AN INSTALLATION

A VIDEO WORK

A SCULPTURE

Look at the  
works in the  
upper level 
gallery. 

What materials 
are these 
artworks made 
of? (circle the 
ones you find) 

Michael Tuffery, Faga Of E’a, 
mixed media

Did you know 
that overfishing 
tuna also 
effects shark 
populations! All 
the species in 
the ocean are 
interconnected. 

Answer: the only materials you won’t find up here are teeth, cardboard, poster paints, pipecleaners, shark fin.

Answer: Tuna and Beef
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Now it’s time to Head outside for the last part of the trail.


